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First Meeting of Congress in the New Era.

Congress meets again to-day the forms
of the Constitution: but the Go! has
undergone a fundamental change. It is no
longer Federative—it is an elective despotism,
The will of the majority, as represented in the
Senate and House of Representatives, is abso-
lute. A great revolution is accomplished, and
the Constitution of 1789 survives only in form.

Of course such an event could mot happen
without a deep sensation. Accordingly, inboth
sections of the Union, whose eondition is af.
fected by this ehange, disquietude and discon-
tent pervade the public mind, exceeding any pre-
vious period of our history.

In two of the Southern States, South Caro-
lina and Mississippi, whose Legislatures are in
session, the revolution is recognized and de-
nounced, and measures for averting its conse-
quences discussed. _

In #) 8 popular vote has just been
taken, which, although it has given a large ma-
jority for submission, has, perhaps, given none
for approbation; whilst a eonsiderable minority
of the people, who but one year ngo were unani-
mous in their support of the Federal Govern.
ment, now declare it to be their enemy.

In Florida, an election for Congress has re-
cently been held, in which a candidate who de-
nouneed the late measures of Congressas wor-
thy of resistance, was, defeated by a bare ma.
jority of a few hundred votes in the whole State.

In Texas, we behold a State laboring under
financial embarrussment, and threatened with the
sword of Federal power for asserting her terri-
toriul rights, finally induced by the fear of power,
and the offer of an enormous sum of mongy, to
surrender a vast claim to territory, and to aban-
don the cause of her sister States of the South.

In Alamaba a multitude of public meetings
have been held, to declare the hostility of the
pevple to the late acts of Federal legislation.
And in all the other Southern States, with two
or three exeeptions, the people are earnestly
canvnssing the policy of non-intereourse with
the North, retaliution for past aggressions, to pre-
vent future ones and to prepare for the contin-
geney of a final separation, which the people of
the South are compelled to eontemplate. The
most submissive to Federal authority of the
people of the South, talk of submitting to no
more aggression, and even specify the repeal of
the Fugitive slave law, vs an event at once
probable and so offensive, as to require them to
give a protest in advance against it,

These are the results in the South of the re-
cent change in the character of the Government.

In the North, the state of affairs is equally
striking and siguificant. The majority flashed
with victory, and spurning the authority of a law
themselves ean repeal, have successfully resisted
one of the late measures of Congress,—the
only one that did not operate exclusively in their
favor. And throughout almost the entire filteen
Northern States that law is a nullity.

In the progress of events which has thus far
gone—we have heard much of the sanctity of
the law. When Texas attempted to establish a
civil jurisdiction over the territory she claimed,
she was apprised that the Federal army would
be marched to oppose her, and troops actually
were sent off to Santa Fe. Yet at the very
time when a mere assertion of jurisdiction was
attempted by Texas, and thus resisted without
authority of law, some hundred thousand people
of the North and of foreign nations, were tres.
passing on the public lands of California, and
were committing waste to the amount of fifty
millions of dollars annually, contrary to law, and
no attempt was made to prevent them, although
the Jaw expressly required their removal and
punishment, On the contrary, they were still
further indulged, in assuming sovereign powers,
in establishing a government not for themselves
merely, but to exclude the institutions of fifteen
States, and this not in the territory thus occu-
pied only, but overall the sea coast of California
—and finally, they were admitted into the Union,
through a breach in the Constitution, and of
right, justice and equality,

The federative system, which our fathers es-
tablished in 1787, was regarded by them with
much solicitude and apprehension. They were
afraid that it would be incompatible with the
rights of the States and the liberty of the citi-
zens, [ts own champions defended it against
this objection, by insisting that it left a prepon-
derance of practical power with the States, and
was more liable to fall by their power than to
saerifice them to its own. But our Federal sys-
tem had a guarantee for its preservation in Af-
rican slavery, whose pn‘litiuul value was not then
understood, but has since on several occasions
been developed in the most effective and salu-
tary manner.

In African slavery there was a vast property
deyoted to agriculture, and to the production of
exports. It was hence from the structure and
function of the Federal system, incapable of
receiving much favor from Government, and
therefore, had no interest in enlarging its power.
But it was peculiarly exposed to its burthens,
and therefore, v.as interested in restricting its
power. And experience has amply shown that,
but for the influence of the slaveholding States
the federative features of the General Govern-
ment would have been obliteiated long ago, and
the system would have immediately become, as
it has at length done, a consolidation.

The meeting of the greatest tribe of the white
race, the Anglo-Norman-Saxon, with the black
race, the two people highest and lowest in the
scale of morality and civilization—a meeting in
another and newly discovered hemisphere—was
one of the most mysterious and pregnant events
of destiny. There are in the moral and physical
world frequent manifestations of the principle
of dualism in the production of the most impor-
. tant results. The greatest results proceed from
combining opposite elements. And there never
has been such progress made in wealth, in popula-
| tion, in eivilization,and yet,in liberty and morality,
asby these two races respectively, since they met
and assumed the relation they now hold. Tothe
| race thus situated, has hegn allotted the produc-
tion of the most important elements of modern
commerce and manufactures. They have sub-
jeeted a laryer part of the wilderness to cultiva-
tion, than any ether peoplein the same period—
they have grown more rapidly in wealth and at-
| tained to greater wealth—and they have exer-
cised more influence in achieving the indepen-
dence and in constructing and preserving the
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rendering it more pacifie, and preserving much,
of ita virtues. And the settlemert in Virginia
of several of the severer sects of christians, in
South Carolina of the Huguenots, in Georgia of
the Moravisns, tended to reform the rather loose
morality of the Cavaliers of that day. The
Southern colonies had, therefore, the advantage
in addition to the linnit‘d white and black,
of a greater variety"of the more wholesome ele-
ments of the white race, than the Northern.
And so it was that not only the establishment,
but the safety of the federative system, have
been owing to the individual charaeter, the social
system, and the vastslave property of the South.
And the federative system is now associated in
destiny with the sagacity, the energy, the forti-
tude of the white race of the South, and its fif-
teen hundred millions of property in slaves.

* While standa the Coliseum, Rome shall stand,
When falls the Coliseum, Rome shall fall.”’

And hence, we see the assault om slavery and
on the rights of the States identical and coeval,
and proceeding from a section whose hostility to
State rights, was even anterior to its enmity to
slavery,

Now, whence the Southern backwardness in
meeting thisassault? When it was first threat-
ened, it was met nowhere more promptly, more
upanimously, more decidedly, than in Georgia.
Both parties united—and made the issue upon
the admission of Californin—and made it very
properly. That was and is the issue. Was
there any fatality at Milledgeville that brought
about a sudden attempt of almost a whole Le
gislature to misrepresent their constituents?
Or have the people of Georgia, in the recent
election, been seized with a sudden panie, and
run off in a perfect stampede from their own
previous convictions ! It sould not have been in-
tended to go to the trouble and expense of a
Convention to ratify the admission of Califor-
nia—or even to say on such an occasion that ne
further aggression would be submitted to. Cer-
tainly no such anti-climax as that was contem-
plated.

And then as to Virginia, There are her reso-
lutions year after year selemnly made and re-
corded. Whas it ever dreamed that after all
these, she was to be brought on the Federal
boards; to ennct the langhable afterpicce of de-
claring tlat she would quietly acquiesce in the
loss of territory, of power, of equality, of
safety, to secure the restitution of a few run.
away negroes! «Is she to submit to plunder, to
insult and defiance, with no better excuse than
quibble and equiveque ?

If ‘these things should happen, then the insti.
tutions and character of the South are blasted,
and will soon totter to their fall. The great fa-
bric has not been overthrown by convulsior,
nor worn out by age, nor borne down in battle;
but has withered even before the frosts of au-
tumn, by the first wind jrom the North in Sep-
tember last.

We don't believe that the vitality of a great
people can so suddenly give out. The apathy
of ease, the indolence of wealth, the sorcery of
party, have lulled the South. Her voice—

* [ the voice of a sluggard, I hear her complain—
You have waked me too soon, | must alumber
again.””

But we tell her in the language of one of her
own arch enemies, that * a voice has spoken in
the ear of this mighty nation, saying :

Sleep no more."
Congress “ has murdered sleep.”

[S7™ It is stated that a Federal Grand Jury
in New Orleans hns indicted Governor Quit-
maN, of Mississippi, for aiding the late expedi-
tion against Cyba—and that he can be arrested
by a United States Murshal, and taken from the
gubernatorial chair of Mississippi, as a prisoner,
to New Orleans, to be tried. It would eap the
climax of Federal justice and Southern equality,
for one Marshal of the United States to arrest
the Chief Magistrate of a Southern State at its
seat of government, when another Federal Mar-
shal had found it impracticable to arrest a run-
uway negro at the seat of government of Mas-
sachusetts. WWhat a glorious Union, to think of
exeeuting its process on white Governors, whilst
defied by black fugitives,

IS5~ The editor of the Union tulks of the
formation of n new party to preserve the Union,
but is perplexed for a name. He prefers the ti-
tle of  Unian and State Rights Society,” but is
not sure that “ Non-Intervention Society” would
not be better. As the object of such a party is
to uphold the late measures of Congress—meas-
ures which destroy the Federative character of
the Government, which is essential to the Union
a8 it was, and convert it into an elective empire
—we propose that the new party be called “ The
Empire Club.”

=™ The Washington Union thinks we take
comfort in the defeat of the resistance party, in
Georgia, because it will promote dissolution.—
If we were in favor of dissolution, we should
take comfort, not only in the triumph of sub-
mission in Georgia, but in the pussage of the
Compromise bills—since the adoption of those
measures, and the hearty submission to them in
Georgia and other Southern States, will encour-
age the North to make such further and outra-
geous aggression as even Scuthern submission
cannot stand—although it can stand almost any
thing.

Governor SueLey, of Kentucky, once said
that the people will stand a bad Goverment, but
when it becomes d—d bad, they won't stand it.
The Governor was of the last generation. He |
did not know that our country was so progres-
sive, that the worse the Government hecame,
the better some people would like it.

More Ispiax DEPREDATIONS IN T:x,\s,_",['hei
Indians, it appears, have lately been committing
depredations in the vicinity of Frederieksburg.
The San Antonio Ledger of the Tth inst., says :

“ A German girl was shot through the arm by
an arrow, which inflicted a severe but not fatal
wound. A German who had been e in
bringing hay ta the military post, bad his horses
stolen frum his encampment, and one of his oxen
killed by an arrow. me seven or eight horses
had also been stolen from a party Caddoes
encamped in the neighborhood. They took the
trail and followed it to the Waeca Villuge—Ilurk-
ing around, they availed themselves of an op-

ortunity to steal horses to the number they had
Folt, and a few others in addition, to indemmnify
themselves for their trouble. Our informant
says that the Caddoes informed him that the
Comanches are extremely desirous to fight, and
that the Wacos are even mote hostile than the

- We give below seversl extracts feom the mes
sage of Governor QuirMan: The document
is remarkable for. its ability, manliness, and
moderation. ‘'We ara uppy to see, that in a
period. of 8o muel) infatustion and imbecility in
the South, the State of Mississippi, and the Gov-
ernor of Mississippi as well as of South Caro-
lina, have the courage -and @Mgacity to under-
stand and to maintain the true position of the
South. We hope they will act in concert.—
The course of Virginia and Kentucky onece
saved the Union and the South. May we not
hope that South Carolina and Mississippi will
now perform a service equally great?

Since writing the above, we have received a
complete copy of Governor QuiTMAN'S mesaage,
which is one of the most clear, cogent, and mas-
terly productions we kave yet read on the ques-
tions of the day. We will give it entire to-
morrow.

The legislature assembled on the 19th ult.
The Honorable Jonx J. Guiox (anti-compromise
Whig) was elected President of the Senate.—
The Hon. Joux McRAE (anti-compromise Demo-
crat) took the chair as speaker. Seventy mem-
bers answered to their names. ‘At 12 o'clock
M. Governor Qurrman, sent in his message.—
He thus alludes to the fearful progress of the
anti-slavery element;

“This IgutililY to slavery has now become the
all-absorbing, all controlling element of political
action and party movement, both in Congress and
throughout the Northern States. Political parties
unite, separate, and are modified with reference to
it. Palitical platforms are built upon it, It is the
main question in the selection of candidates for all
offices. It is the active element of religious, be-
nevolent, charitable, and even literary associa-
tions, and the spice which seasons private society.
The Constitution of the United States, the rights
of the States, the gravest questions of public pol-
icy, all are construed and determined with refer-
ence Lo this question of domestic slavery ; and the
Congress of the United Siates, whose powers are
limited mainly to the regulation of national and
external objects are now found devoting nearly

which it was never intended that they should ex-
ercise jurisdiction.”

He next points out briefly, bat elearly, the in-
justice done to the South by the recent legisla-
tion of Congress, and shows that even the strong
barriers of the Constitation have fullen, one by
one, before the march of Narthern encroactiment
and fanaticlsm. In the following eloquent pas-
sages he shows that the South has nothing to
hope from the future.

* The limita of a mesdage do not permit me to
detnil other measures which have justly caused
alarm and excitementin the Southy for, however,
some of our own people may, from anxiety to al-
lay excitement, seek to excuse these measures,
there are few whose bremsts ure not filled with a
dread of the dangers which from these quarters
lower in the horizon of the future. In my opinion
it would be wealk, tipud, and disastrous policy to
shut our eyes to these dangers—it is the part of
wisdom to meet them. Let uathen survey our
position and that of our opponents,

There is nothing to encourage' the hope that
there will be any respite from aggression. Never
has hoatility to slavery been more distinctl
marked or more openly asserted. Shades of di?:
ference in opinion may distinguish Northern
statesmen, bul all unite in stern opposition to the
extension of slavery, and in declarations of their
fixed determination to confine it to its present
limits, and forever to close the public territory
against us.

The North has just triumphed in every claim
she has asserted; and yet at this moment of our
humilintion, their people, less patient than we, are
in a blaze of excitement at every altempt to exe-
cute the bill to secure the return of fugiuve slaves.
This plain compliance with one of the clearest in-
junctions of the Constitution is not only disre-
?rdca, but conventions of both political parties,
ormal meetings of the people, and deliberate ad-
dresses of distinguished men openly take ground,

that being against the public sentiment of the peo-
ple of I.hen].s:lnh. it should not ke cxecul.ed-.r;nd

persons of all classes, with a pliancy of conscience
which characterizes abolition phiﬁuophy. adapt
their moral code and their constitutional duties, to
their prejudices and their interests.

Such, then, is the wiomphant attitude of anti-
slavery. It now controls the entire Government,
No questions arigedn which it does not intermin-
gle. And wherever it exhibit= itself, it controls
all other subjects. Every great interest in thig
Grovernment 18 now directed and maraged by it.—
It has broken and sundered the strong ties which
bound togethep the religious denomination North
and South. It has even now severed the bonds
which for sixty years have united parties, and in
the place, it has sown the seeds o\rhoalilily and
hatred. It now stands the stern, unyielding des-
pot, consigning to the bed of Procrustes every ob-
ject whose fitness is questioned.

Gov. Quitman then deelares that, as things
now exist and are now golng on, the institution
of slavery must perish,

*“What is to be the fate of the institution of do-
mestic slavery under such government ? this great
interest, with which the civilization and refine-
ment of man on earth is connected—upon which
so much of the trade and commerce between Eu-
rope and America depends—which employs the
labor of millions, and distributes the comforts of
civilization to so many families—this great socinl
interest upan which are founded the prosperity,
the happiness, and the very existence of the peo-

le of fourteen States of this Union? What is to

e the fate of this institution ? 1P left to the tender
mercies of the Federal Government, ila fate is
doomed. With the ?‘rejudicea of the age against
it, it requires for its kind developement a foster-
ing Government over it. It could scarcely sub-
sist without such protection. How then can it ex-
ist, much less flourish and prosper under a gov-
ernment hostile to it? A government organized
upon principles of hnslllll;’ and oppositian ta the
institution? Is it proper? is it philosophic ? Is
it not absurd, to entrust the prosperity, the pro-
tection, and even the exisience of a great and del-
icate interest to a political power having its origin
in and drawing its vigor from the very element of
hostility to this intérest ?

To state the proposition clearly : The Govern-
ment of the United States is naw hostile to slave-
ry. It will hereafter be selected with reference to
its hostility to this interest, and its activity in the
use of doing injury. If this great and vital inter-
est then, remains subject to the government and
control of ita enemy, it mm!’peri.d- ! Booner or la.
ter, | repeat, it must perish,”

The Governor then states that in view of the
dangers that menace the State, its sovereignty,
constitutional rights and institutions, he felt
called on to convene the legislature,and then
proceeds to say : ;

*“To devise and sarry into effect the best means
of redress for the pust, and to obtain certain secur-
ity for the future, | recommend that a legal con-
vention of the people o!'the State should be called,
with full and am !e powers to tnke into considar-
ation our Federal relations, the aggressions which
have been committed upan the pighits of Jhe South-
erp States, the dangers which threaten our do-
mesiic institutions, and all kindred subjects ; and
jointly with other States, or separatoly, to adopt
such ineasures as may best comport with the dig-
nity and safety of the State, and effectunlly eor-
rect the evils complained of. A convention thus
assembled, and representing the sovereignty of
the State, would of course possess pleaary pow-
ers, uncontrolled by nny instruetions ur restrics |
tions which the Legislature might interpose. |

It might therefore be sufficient for me, to recom-
mend the passage of praper laws to bring into ex-
istence such a epnvention, leaving the mode and
measure of redress entirely ta their wisdom when
thus assembled. To this high power, represent-
ing the majesty of the people, and constituted the
Pfﬂﬁer_e_xpnmnuoﬁheir deliberate wiil, all publio
authorities and all good citizens would yield |
cheerful and prompt obedience.” |

- L . . -

“ When 1 refleet upon the pertinacity with |
which the assauls uémn our rights have been for
years prosecuted, the evident increase of anti-
slavery sentiments at the North, and the excite-
ment there pervading nearly all classes againat
the law to provide for the extradition of fugitive
slaves, [ have little hope Itz that these

Comanches.

guaran-
tees, ind y to our safety, will
g s g A P Lo

iories, and

all their time to subjects of a domestic nature, over | PECP

| section of the Union,

cillation untried, and sl vibier 1 unite with
ciliation unite us
those of moﬁm.'vﬁh:moc‘k-ﬁl re-
turaing sense of justice in ' !
positions be distunctly made to the M.Eﬁ.
non-slaveholding &u{-, to remedy the g 8O
fur as it may be in thepowerof Congress to doso,
:g obtaining from concessions south of
.30, or otherwise; to consent to such
amendments of the Federal Constitution, as shall
hereafter amply secure the rights of the slavehold-
ing States from miseon sand from further

I;Er-uon.
ut, in the event of refusal, 1 do not hesitate to
express my decided opinion, that the only effectu-
al remedy to evils which must continue to grow
from year Lo year, is to be found in the prompt
and peaceable secession of the aggrieved States.
| The probability of the ultimate necessity of a
resort'to this effective and unquestionable right of
sovereign States, should be kept in view, whalever
measures may be ted by this State, either
alone, or in concert with her sister States, to re-
medy existing evils. Inthe meantime, and as early
as practicable, it is of the highest importance that
some common centre of opinion and action should
be authoritatively established.—This may be ef-
by the conventions of the several assenting
States providing for the organization, and subse-
quent periodical appointment or election ofa com-
mittee of safety for each State to consist ofa num-
ber equal to their S s 8 presentatives in
Con, These committees, whose duty it
should be, periodically to asssemblé at some cen-
tral point for the transaction of business, should
be invested with adequate powers, absolute or con-
tingent, to act for their reypective States, upon all
questions connected with the preservation and
protection of their domestic institutions and their
equal rights as sovereign States. Such a body of
men, even il clothed with the authority of but
two or three States would command respect, and
secure quiet and peaceable results to their deter-
minations.

1 have thus ventured to présent some suggest-
ions, for which I am aloneresponsible, They ma
be modified or changed by the result of the Nash-
ville convention now in session, and the action of
the Georgia convention, which will shortly meet
for the purpose of taking the same important ques-
tion inta consideration.

Under our system of government, happily the
right and privilege of determining these grave and
momentous questions, involving the honor and
safety of the State, and the happiness and prosper-
ity of all its citizens, whether rich or poor, slave-
holder or non-slaveholder, belongs alone to the
le. To them the appeal must be made, and
their deliberate voice must control and divect the
destiny of the State. | therefore respeetfully re-
commend to the Legislature, to provide for an ex-
pression of the will of the people, by the call of a
convention atun early day. [In this, there will be
safety. When the sovereign power shall have
apoken, all good citizens, whatever may be their
opinions, will acquiesce, All will vie with one
another in patriotic zeal to maintain the dignity
and authority of the Btate. Mississippi will then
be united, and harmonious counsels, and wise en-
ergetic action, will secure her safety.

he very important and vital character of the
questions, which are forced upon our considera-
tion has led me to look nolely to remedies, not
merely palliative, but effectua ll‘.-lll' Fermmleul.

cou ent. They look to Philadel now,
o o v s

of toil and suffering, and amid sacvifices the
most profuse of blood and treasure, that this '
Union was maintained by our forefathers ; and
we are unworthy to be called their sons if we
;ﬂlmﬂ:‘; l_'ll.llnd xﬂw:m%ﬁm«

priceless ©
m"‘-'l 'I' tage.

poorle are upon you. The
of the Union look to you for succor and en-

o0se
triots and
led at your city in 1776 and 1787, Great was
the work which then was accomplished ; and the
Ameriean people look now for a re-signing and
re-senling of the Constitution in im oity.—
Proelaim it now, in tones which reach every {
State, every city, and every county, that the Con-
stitution and Union can and shall be pre-
served. Tell your brethren of the South that
Pennsylvania will stand firm as her everlasting
hills in maintaining all their rights under the

who have gone before us, when the

Constitation. Say to the countrymen of Wash- | ¢,

irFlan and Jefferson, of Madison and Monroe,

of Henry and of Mason, of Marion and Sumter,

that your hearts are linked to theirs by every tie

of interest and affection, and that Pennsylvania

will roll back the tide of fanaticism which

thre:atanu to deluge in blood our common coun. I
try !

Fellow-citizens, I venture thus to address you
as one of your countrymen, invited to partici-
pate in your meeting. I speak to you as a na-
tive of Pennsylvania, whose soil was defonded
l.?' a departed sire in the war of the revolution.
If I speak to you in words of solemn import, it
is because I know that the danger is great and
pressing. The eyes not only of our country-
men, but of the world are upon you. Despots,
and the satellites and mercenary emissaries of
despots, are looking on, in the vain hope that
the Union and the Constitution will be per-
mitted to perish in the very city where both
were first promulgated. There are others, also,
who will pander upon your proceediugs. Itisthe
friends of free government throughout the world
—it is the oppressed children of Ireland and
Hungary, of Germany and Poland, and of every
spot of earth where freedom has found a friend
—that look to this Union as the last hope and
asylum of freedom. Let them learn that this
Union is overthrown,and you will do more to
sustain their cruel oppressors than if you had
sent an army to join the forces of the Russian
Czar or Austrian despot. Perhapa this very day
you hold in your hands not only the fate of
your own country, but the cause of free govern-
went throughout the globe.

Mere paper resolutions, however just ns patri-
otie, will avail but little now to save the country,
unless followed by aets by which those resolu
tions will be carried promptly into full and com-

lete operation. hen our forefuthers estah-
ished the Union, they were not satisfied with
paper declarations, but proceeded, nmid every
sacrifice of blood and treasure—by acts, prompt
and energetie—to earry those resolutivns into
gﬁbct; and will no sacrifice be made by their

There may be some temporary r res,
within the power of the Legislature. If such can
be devised, it will give me greal pleasure to co-op-
erate With you in their application.”

Latter of Hon. Robert J. Walker.

The recent Union meetings at the North and
South, have clicited a vast amount of rigmarole,
twaddle, profession, and hypocrisy , from distin-
guished men. We have not seen in all their
letters a better spirit, or more good sense than
in that of Mr. WaLkgr, to the Philadelphia
meeting. In an evil hour Mr. WALKER gave
his sanction to the late Compromise measures
—measures which the genins of discord must
have inspired—and which if they are to stand,
will be an insuperable barricr to the harmony,
the peace, the safety and durability of the Union.

New York, Nov, 21, 1850.

GexTLEMEN: Yourletter of the 11th inst., has
been received, requesting me, in behalf of the
“friends of the Cons!itution and the Union, with-
out distinction of party, of the eity and county
of Philadelphis,” to attend a public meeting to
be.held by them this evening in your citg. Con.
curring with you most fully in the noble pur-
pose of this meeting, I deeply regret that it is
not in my power toattend. I thank you,gentle-
men, for the kind and favorahle manner in which
you have been pleased to speak of my humble
efforts to uphold the Canstitution and perpetuate
the Union. The Constitation is the only basis
upon which the Union can be maintuined. It is
the constitution that makes the Union; and to
overthrow the oue is to destroy the other. If
there are any who believe that the Union can be
maintained when the fundamental principles and
sacred guarantees of the Constitution are over-
thrown, it is a dangerous and fatal error, Among
the guarantees contained in that instrument—
and without which it 18 well known that it never
could have been framed—is that clause requir-
ing the surrender of fugitives from service, The
fulfillment of this elause, in letter and in spirit,
in demanded by every principlo of honer and
good faith; and all who would seek to violate,
evade, or disregard its provisions are enemies of
the Constitutian and the Union.

The purposo for which ' our meeting is con-
vened is the most grave and momentous ever
submitted for the consideration of the American
people. It is,in effect, a question whethor we shal)
continue to have a Constitution, a country and
a Union, or whether all shall be overthrown. 1
deeply regrot to say that allare in imminent peril
—that we are, in fact, hurrying on to the brink
of a precipice—and that, unless the friends of
the Constitution and of the Union, shall tuke
prompt and effective mensures, the fatal words
may soon reach us—1t 1s 100 LATE!!  Who is
prepared to say that a week, or a month, or a
sear may not witness some one of the States,
?Jy a popular movement, nearly unanimous, with-

descendants to maintain and perpetuate that glo
rious Union? Let that yuestion be nnawarug by
!.I:is meeting, and by acts corresponding with its
Jjust and patriotic resolutions, and 1 believe that
Pennsylvania can still preserve the Urnion. Let
her take her stand upon the Constitation, and
resolve that all its provisions and its guarantees
shall be carried into full and perfect operation ;
that justice shall be doune to every State and
every section; that they regard the people of
the South s their countrymen; that they know
no difference, either in interest or affection, and
will permit none to be made, between the North,
the South, the East, or the West; that all are
equal, and that the rights, and feelings, and in-
terests of nll shall be respected; that their fan-
atical eremies shall be rebuked; that no resolu-
tion shall be gotten up aguinst the South, and
least of all an African resolution ; and faithful
history will record, among all your other great
and glorious achievements, that Pennsylrania
has saved the Union !
Very truly, your friend and fellow-citizen,
R. J. WALKER.

To Messrs. Josinh Randall, Isane Hazlehurst,

of the revolutien were assem- | 40

- | was answered, and the letter given, as the first

From the New York Herald,
Important Central American Docament,
Proclamation of the President of the Slate of
8an Salcador, to the Salvador.an y o
the . 8tates of Ceniral America, to other
Nations.
_ The notes already published, displayed in full
the state of the question with Frederick Chat-
field, British Consul, the unjust and humiliatin
pretensions and exigéncies of the consulate, ans

reason of this goverument in refusing tul
submit itself to the tion of undue satis- |
faction. |
The question which simply was upon a rule |
of disputed reclamation, has new become a
question of honor and of independence for one \
of the two branches of the government; for, as
it is evident, the English consul pretends to
arrogate the fuculty of uominating his agents in
San Salvador, rendering them indepen
the jurisdiction of the State, and yet to make
em as English functionaries near
this same government. llis hostile intention,
oppressive for this country, refusing all arbiters
for a ble arrangement, and interrupting,
with I.Ee greatest impoliteness, all communica-
tion with this government, has been clearly
manifested in sending back, without any cause,

| the sealed note sent to him by the Secretary of

State upon the pending contestations.

At the first g’nnoe at the note of the Consul
it is easy seen that the arrangement he proposes
is neither just nor r le, and ducts to
open hostilities. His desire is to put the State
of San Balvador in the position of yielding,
with the greatest degradation, to an outrageous
threat, in giving up its rights and its dignity, or
of obliging it to resist, so that he may find an
occasion to commence hostilities, and to cause,
without end, great evils and vexations, to the
satisfuction o?nn ancient resentment of a party.

It is easy to perceive the hand of the domi-
nant band in Guatemals, in connection with the

New Yosx, v. P.M.

» .
GueaT Fire x New Yong—Erscorar Cox.

venTioN~The extensive distillery of Messrs. ;

Lawrence, situated in Tw strosd
to!‘:"y consumed b; .“en:y.‘-dxm

establishment at the time, all of which, together

with other val g to the
| concern, Im% ﬂc Imﬂuﬁnﬂd

.fll'ﬂy gouundldg P :

iie Episcopal Convention w was in ses-
sion here has adjourned, sing die, without being
able to eleet a Bishop.

Tue Great Lescacy—There seems to be
some difliculty in determining who the fortunate
individual is to whom Col. Daniels, the gentlc-
man- recently deceased in England, bequeathed -
the handsome sum of $3,000,000, for kindness

al

ent of |t him when sick at the Tontine,in New Haven.

Two claiments have already a ne Sir

Huntingdon Young, and the other a Dr. Uhl—

worn.

card, in which he claims to be the legutee, says
that he occupied “ the store below the Tontine,
in New Haven, from the time it was completed
in 1833, till 1841.—Col. Daniels was in New
Haven betweon the years 1833 and 1837, and
was a frequent visitor at Mr. Young’s, Dr. [}h}
horn was in New Orleans during Col. Daniel’s
visit, and probably never knew or saw him.
Mr. Young took Dr. Uhlborn into partnership
in 1839, and the partnership was dissolved in
1840. Mr. Young, we understaud, well remom-
bers Col, Daniels, and, tlmth in some doubt
as to the Trobnbilily of so large a bequest, has
none ns to his being the identical person referred
to in the forgoing extract. Mr. Young wnas
formerly a member of the Boston Boaed of Bro-
kers.”

Further News by the Europa.

British Consulate, and using the influence and
srmpnlhy of a political party always united with
the Consul. The known hatred of this party,
and its abhorrence of old date, seeks now an
oceasion for revenge, in giving a decisive blow
to the State of San Salvador, and to put thus
the ffrst foot upon the absolute domination of
Central America.  This aggressive cumbination
of a foreign power, united with the dominant
fuction in Guatemala, are secking a pretext,
however frivelous, in order to nunihilate the
liberty of the country, and impose its exclusive
domination.

So great was the desire of putting into action
this ngreement of u donble att-ek and aggressive
surprise aguinst Sulvado |, that the least consid-
vrution was not observed, or even palliated by
the most common diplomatic forms, und the
breaking of the note was effected in such a dis-
pleasing manner, without waiting for the indis-
pensable repulse of those humiliating conditions
which were brought to the government with an
entirely hostile intention.

After the note of the Consul was received, it

one, to Senor Isidoras.  But Senor Isidoras re-
fused to take it, saying that he did so by order
of Senor Chatfield, who wanted to be treated
as a Charge d’Affaires, and not merely ns a Con-
sul. "T'he superseription wns changed in the
ministry, by writing “To the Consul of H. B.
Majesty in Central America, and Charge d'Af-
fnires near the government of Guatemala;” but
us Scnor Isidoras said that he had already sent
away the coarier which brought the note, the
Minister despatched it by an extraordinary wmail,
requesting the administrator of the mnils of
Guatemala to put it in the hands of the Consul.
But the Consul gave it back, saying, “that the
reason why he did not receive it was, becauso it
was not brought to him by Senor I[sidoras, Eng-
lish Vice Consul in this State.”

From such frivolous pretexts as the above, it
is ensy to perceive an intention to act upon a ea-
pricious and unwarrnnted line of conduet, and
the design to satisfy at once the vain pretensions
a subject of Snl.vucﬁvnr entertains of becoming an
employee of England, Buch narrow views as
those are taken as a pride, in lieu of the import-

John 8. Riddle, John W. Forney, C. Ingersoll
und Robert M. Lec.

§~ Wo insert to-day the able address of
B. Bovxix, Esq., of Mobile, to the Southern
Rights Association of that city. Mr. Bovkin is
the writer of the ecapital letter recently pub-
lished in the I'nion—a letter enough to antidote
a ream of Union editorials.

South Carolina.

We observe the following among the proceed-
ings of the Legislature:

Ix THE SexaTe.—Mr. Mazyck presented the
following resolutions which were referred to the
Committee on Federal Relations:

Whereas, we can no longer hope by the ex-
ample of our forbearance or otherwise, to re.
Fuir the breaches which have been made in the

ederal Constitution, and to restore it to its ori-
ginal integrity; and whereas the threatening
aspect of our external relations admonishes us
that it is unwise and impolitic, to reject any
means fairly within our reach of strengthening
our military defences; therefore

Rcmhrerz That the Governor be, and is here-
by requested, to appoint an agent to receive the
share of the proceeds of the public lands, which
were nssigned to this State, under the Act of
Congress, of September, 1341,

Resolyed, That a message be sent to the
House of Representatives, requesting their con-
currence in the furegoing preamble and resolu-
tions :

I tne Hovse.—Many resolutions were of-
fered, nnd Iaid over under the rules, umong
which were the following :

drawing, or at least attemplting to withdraw, from
the Union? And what will be the remedy?
Will eivil war preserve or restore the Union?
Will that war be confined to a single State |
Cun a vanquished State, even if she can be van- |
quighed, ever again become a member of the
Federal Union? No, my countrymen; let us
loarn, ere it be too late, that this never ean bea
Union of victor and of vanquished, of sovereign
and of subject States: but that it must be a
Union of equals, which is the Union of the Con-
stitution, It must be a cordial and fraternal
Union, founded on interest, and cemented by af-
fection. This was the Union founded by Wash-
ington and Franklin, and the patriots and states-
men of the revolution; and that is the only
Union that ean be preserved and perpetuated.
You might, perhaps, by superior force, drench
in bloed the fields of a sister State ; you might,
perhaps, wrap her villages in flames; but you
could never afterwards restore such a State to
the Union established by the Constitution. No,
fullow ¢itizens ; when the star of a State is
extinguished in blood, it can never beam again
in the banner of the Union—for it will no longer
be an equal, a sovereign, or a sister State.  Let
it not he supposed that, in mnkillg these sug-
gestions, | ndvocate the doctrines of nullification
or secession. Noj 1 have ever opposed these
doctrines, believing them to he revolutionary in
their character, and leading to the overthrow of
the Constitution and of the Union. Buot we
should remember that it is revolution that has
vhanged or destroyed nearly every government
on earth; and if a single State, by the nearly
unanimous voice of her people, even if unaided
h?r other States, should withdraw from the
Union, although the measure would be revolu-
tionary, it would be none the less destroctive of
the Government and of the country. If we
would desire to preserve the Government aguins!
revolution, we must remove the causes which
tend to produce such a catastrophe. To ac.
complish this, nothing is required but fdelity to
the Constitution, and the exercise of a just and
fraternal spirit towards every State and every

Your meeting may be attended with the most
beneficial results. It is assembled at the city
where the Deolaration of American Independence
was subscribed, and where the Constitution was
framed and promulgated.  Jt was throngh years

By Mr. Middleton, preamble and resolutior s
that no United States Senator be clected by the

ant object of preserving friendly *_tations be-
tween the two nations, and to avoid a rupture,
always futal to the interests of this eountry, and
to the honor of Great Britain—which latter
country the Consul places in an attitude of re
venge and hostility against a wenk and peaceful
vernment, seeking merely to satisfy his odium
in the ruin of a harmless people.
The government of Balvador has always
lnced before the public the reasons which for-
{;id its yielding to the English Consul the right
he assumes of forcing upon it one of its fune-
tionaries, and much less of snatching from its
power one of its subjeets, and, by elothing him
with officinl dignity, place him in such a condi-
tion that he may with impunity throw upon the
government. of this country all the outrages
which he may wish. T'o persist in such preten-
sions, and to declare hostility on this account
ngainst a just and peaceful government, merely
defending the rights and dignity of the country
over which it rules, nmounts to declaring, in the
face of the world, that the one that taukes such
steps, completely abandons the part of justice,
m‘ltr shows the most profonnd diﬁmﬁ‘d for the
opinions of civilized men. If there be a simplc
opinion among them, if there be u simple voice
among publie individuals that denies the sover-
eignity of an independent people, the right of

will suffice to decide a dispute founded on so
extravagant a pretension,

Nor conld the government consent to the
other stipnlations contained in the agreement |
made public in the Union, on the 12th of No.
vember previous; and the deeree of the 13th of
April, of the same year, as well ns the note des-
patched to his honor the Consul, express the
plausible and eogent reasons it had to refuse its
approbation,

States oF CENTRAL AMERICA !—DPE0rLE oF

Legislature,

Mr. B. 1%, Perry, to amend the 46th rule of
the House.

Mr, Leitner, a resolution allowing to dele-
rates who linve attended the Nushville Conven-
tion from this Stute, the pay and mileage of
members of Assembly.

Mr. J. B. Perry, declaring that no United
States Senator be elected to fill the vacancy |
now existing—that our present senator be in-|
structed ang our representatives requested, not
to resume their seats until authorized,

Mr. L. M. Keitt, preamble and resolutions on
the subject of our Federal relations, declaring
that a secession by the Southern States, was
the only course left them, consistent with sufety |
and honor, and re-aflirming and providing mennis |
for earrying ont the resolutions and recom- |
uiendations of the Nashville Convention.

147" Junxy Liwp gives her first concert in
this city on the evening of the 16th December,
in the National Theatre, which will be com-
pleted on the 10th. Great anxiety is mani-
fested to seo and hear the distinguished voca-
list. She will, perhaps, have as brilliant con-
certs here as in any other city in the Union. A
universal desire is expressed to hear her alnost
without regard to the price of tickets.

197 The Cleveland Plain Dealer announces
the death of Hon, Amos M. Woop, member of |
Congress from the Sixth District of Ohio, He |
was elected last spring to fill the vacancy occa-
sioned by the death of Hon. Mr. Dickixsox. l

The Postmaster General's forthcoming Report i
it is suid, will show that the number of letters,
which have passed through the various post offices |
of the United States, during the year, have been
soventy millions which is an increase of forty-
six millions in five years. The revenue has also

increased, so as to leave the Department a sur-

plus of about amillion of dollars, after defraying | men,

ul} expenses.

Sax Sarvanor !—You see the position of this
Government, the systematic nggressions of His
Honor the Consil, combined with the ever I
hostile power of Guatemala, to wage an unjust;
war, founded on vain pretences, against the
State which has now placed itself at the head of
the Central American Union, the ohject of their
odinm and eommon aversions, Our cause and
onr stand are founded upon the honor and the |
rights of the various nations of America.
see, then, the necessity of defending your terri- |
tory, your existenee, the liberty of yourselves|
und your children. These I wil defend at the |
cost of my life, in spite of the accustomed arro- |
gance of His Honor the Consul. I have more |
than onee given proofs of a prudent and concilia- Il
tory mpirit, by tuking all the steps 1 have thought
proper to the ob taining of an honorable, reason-
able, and equitable arrangement; the only re-
snlt, however, has been to bring upon Salvador
new outrages, new oppressions, and new nggres-
sions. The time has come when we must show
to the world the situation in which we find our-
selves ; we are to learn if the efforts that have
heen made by us, and by this great and heroie
people, are to prove vain and fruitless ; we are
to lenrn whether independence be n possible
truth, or an intangible illusion; if, in fine, I:Iu-
consoling hope of secing a commou country rise
forward and glorious by the efforts of her chil- |
dren, has vanished before the blasting breath of |
internal faction allied to foreign hate. But I feel
confident every Salvadorian, who loves truly
Central America, must feel his heart throb wit
indignation at the sizht of the outrges made
upon his country. . |
People of Central America! I have thought
it a part of my duty to make you aware of the
line of conduct followed by the Consulate of
Great Britain, in its intercourse with us; this
conduet conld not, consistently with our dignity,
be met with more freedom and reserve. [ shall
be happy, if it meets with your prudence or ap-
probation,
. (Sgned) Dororeo VascoNzELOs.
Sax SaLvapor, Sept. 3, 1850.

An honest farmer thus writes to the ehairman
of an English agricultural -ociety =—* c:';entlo-
put me down on youy list of cattle

for a bull.”

refusing to nccept any foreign functionary what- |
ever, let that one be heard, and that one alone |

| papulation of

You| =

ENGLAND.

Mr. D'Israeli has published a manifesto accus-
ing the whigs of countenancing in lreland the pol-
icy on the part of Rome, which they now find it
convenient to denounce. In England, one of the
new Catholic Bishops, in a pastoral charge, goes
further than this, and states broadly that (e new
hierarchy was arranged with the express sanction
of the government ; and Cardinal V}}ilemun. who
has arrived in London, is also said to have de-
clared that the whole scheme was submitted to be
approved by the cabinet some lime ago. The No

opery cry never assumed, it is said, any ap-
proach to ita present vehemence, though the ex-
citement appears copfined almost exclusively (o
the middle classes.

The board of trade returns for the month of O:-
tober show n considerable increase in the matter
of export, ns compared with two previous years,
especially in cotton, linen, woolens and silks.

[t ia proposed to apply to Parliament at the ap-

roaching session, to introduce clauses into the
Eiurpocﬁdo&k bill, with a view to the addition of
poor rates. Should the application be successful,
the American trade, which forms the great staple
of the port, would most materially suffer.

The Lord Mayor's recent annual publie dinner
was marked by unusual brilliancy. The Hon.
Abbot Lawrence was present and made a speech,
which is eharacterized by the papers as earnest,
eloquent, truthful and impassioned, and is said to
have been in fine taste throughout.

PRANCE.

The Legislative Assembly has re-assembled.
The President’s speech is the absorbing topie. 1t
is highly approved of by the public and the papers
generally. The opinion seems to gnin ground
that an ‘army of observation will be stationed in
| the departments near the northeastern frontier.
Thirty thousand men are spoken of for the Mor-
selle alone, to be enabled to meet any emergency
that may arise, At the lnst council of Ministers
on the despatches from Germany, it was unani-
mously decided that the ministers of France at
| the Courtof Austria and Berlin should beinstruct-
led to announce that, although France wishes to
| observe the strictest neutrality on disputes of
i ather States, she could not but regard a war be-
{ tween Austria and Prussia as an European affair,
| and the French ministers are desired to remon-
strate, with all the weight of their official position,
{ against the right of Austria and Prussia to open
{the way to convulsion in Europe, for interests
which are either personal or too slight not to make
it incumbent on them to offer mutual concession.
The proceedings in the Assembly were unimport-

ant. The minority are very well disposed to-
{ warda the government, and the message has
’ greatlwaci ed the upl:nmion. .

On Wednesday, in his official document, Louis
] Napoleon has committed himself o facts and
l principles, foreign to the alleged tendency of his

umbition. He considers it more politic to sustain

the revolution in its integrity than to make n

movement which, fnilinﬁ in it intent, would

throw power into the hands of the legitimists. He
professes his obedience to the law and the con-
stitution. France, he says, is now in an excel-
lent condition; the industry of the country is in
trade and manufactories, and its contentedness
implied in the absence of any significant agitation.
The President dwells on the condition of the fi-
| nances, the state of the army and navy, and the
| nature of foreign relations, and henceinfers that the
time has arrived for the consideration of the prin-

ciples of free trade, .

While England is alarmed at the introduction
of one Cardinal, France rejoices at the elevation of
three Frenchmen to that honor. an himaelf,

| Louis Napoleon disclaims personal ambition, and
invites the AllcmblK to aid him in consolidating
the conatitution.—The message is a very satisfac-
tory one. The President promises to conform to
the will of the people,

There were about 600 membera present at tha
opening of the Assembly. Dupin was elected
| President of the Chambera by a considerable ma-
| jority.

Censvs v THe Uniten Stares.—In 1790 the
Union consisted of seventeen States, with a popu-
lation of 4,929,827, and 451,424 square miles of
land, or 9 persona to a square mile, !

In 1R00 there were twenty States, with a popu-

| lation of 5,305,040, and an area of 572,024 square

miles, or 8 persons to u square mile. )

In 1810 there were twenty-four States, with a
population of 7,239,414, and an area of 782,544
square miles, or 9 persons to a square mile.

In 1820 there were twenty-seven States, with n
population of 3,738,191, and an area of 849,514

' square miles, or 10 person to a square mile.

In 1830 there were twenty-seven States, with a
12,866,020, with an aren ol 849,314
square miles, or 13 persona to a square mile.

In 1R40 there were twenty-nine States, with a
population of 17,068,666, with an area of 1,107,344

.| wquare miles, or 14 persons to the square mile.

We have now 31 States, containing a population
(by estimate) of 21,686,000, and an area of
1,913,125 square miles, or 12 persons to the aquare
mile.

Smithsonian Lectures.
%= The Lectures for this Session, will begin
waﬁ;fhe continuation of Professor H. D. Rogera”
coirse on Geology, on Wednesaday, 4th instant,
at 7} o'clock, p. m.

A plank walk has Leen constructed from the
west end of the Smithsonian building to the brick
wavement on 12th street. Persons approachin
i’rom this direction, can enter the building throug

R
dec 2—d3t

the northeast tower.

Genéia—_[l_n_la_k_l}z-g & 'Exchnnge Business.
CO-PARTNERSHIP.

HE undersigned respecifully announce to the

ublie that they have entered into co-partne: -

ship for the transaction of a general Exchange and

Banking business in the cil{vof Washington, un-
der the firm of SELDEN, WITHERS, & CO.

All business entrusted to them will be attended

o with tness and fidelity.
1o Wi PO R ILLIAM BELDEN,
Late Treasurer of the U. S,
JOHN WITHERS,

or .‘ﬂrrnmf:". Firginia.
. W.LATHAM,
. Of the City of Washington.
L. B. BAYNE,
Of Baltimore, Maryland.

Nov. 25—1wk

i lC‘A’M)'mn informed that

re respectfully mtorm a
'l‘HEMI:U%?E; DUI?HJ.’K has taken the
b ‘n Green's Row, Capitol Hill, formerly oc-
m“:d !\d'ru. Spriggs, which she has fitted up in &
cuplﬁ,ﬂ;hle and sumptuous manner, for strangers
:‘;31|nemlwru and their families during the ensuing

i > .

| KU\JII:: g‘cﬂi:nge: herself that all the conveniences
[nn:i Juxuries of a home, have been secured for the
penefit of those who may favor her with their pa-
tronage ; and neither pains nor expense have de-
terred her from exerting herself solely for the com-
fort of her boarders
Before applying

"elsewhere, please give hey

e ey -
o'r"ﬂﬂey'mup

The Boston Atlas, in noticing Mr. Young's

-~




